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ticular pup drowned. Let us know, wvhen the
Estimates are brought down, exactly what
these concerns are costing, and then, if they
are paying, we can help them. But if they
are not paying, we ought not 5to take them
over on that ground, allowing the sharehol-
ders to manage them and pat themselves on
the back if eventually a success is made. I
strongly object to these businesses being car-
died on' by means of Government money
while the State~ has no opportunity of'recov-
ering the funds so invested.

On motion by Mr. Munsie, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10.9 p.m.
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The-PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30,
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-WHEAT LOADING AT
FPREMANTLE.

Hon. A. H1. PANTON asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Is he 'aware that, the boats
''C.j.S.'' and the ''Ahnora'' were delayed
in Fremantle owing to insufficient Wheat be-
ing available to load? 2, In the interests of
the Fremnantle port, will the -Minister take
steps to prevent such delay in the future?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: I. and 2, There was no undue delay i
supplying wheat for the ''0..'' and ''Al-
more." The wheat was supplied, in accord-
aince with the terms of the charter parties
which governed the loading of the vessels.

QUESTION-ALIENS AT KALGOORLIE.
Hon. A. HI. PANTON asked the Minister

for Education: 1, Are the Government aware
that large numbers of aliens have left Kal-
goorlie under advice by the police? 2, In
the interest of peace, will the Government
take steps to prevent these aliens invading
other industrial centres?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The Government are aware that a
number of aliens have left Kalgoorlie. 2,
The Government are not aware that these
aliens are invading other industrial centres
and are informed that a number are arrang-
ing to leave the State.

QUESTION-SOLDIERS' SENTENCES,
REMISSIONS.

Hon. A. H. PANTON asked the Minister
for Education: 1, How ninny returned sol-
'diers 'were undergoing sentence in the State
for other than military offenee on Peace
Day (19th July)?1 2, Were any of the sen-
tences remitted? 3, I'f so, how many, and
to what extent?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, It is not recorded whether prison-
ers (other than those convicted of military
offences) are returned soldiers or not. 2 and
3, All prisoners were granted a remission of
sentence on the declaration of Peace in ac-
cordance with the following scaler--Sen-
tenees of 3 months and under, 14 days; for
each subsequent period of 3 months, 14 days.
Limit of remission, 6 month.

HILL-MENTAL TREATMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Assembly. I

BTLLr4HEALTR ACT, AMENDMENT.

Recommittal.
Order of the Day read for the third read-

ing.

Hon. A. SANDERtSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) 4.37: I move-

That the Bill be 'recommitted for the
purpose of further considering Clause 2.

When I saw that the second reading was
fixed for yesterday's sitting I did not think
there wits any chance of 'the Bill going
through Committee on the same day, and
when the matter was before the House last
night I was unavoidably absent. I crave the
indulgence of the House to that extent. The
Bill is a controversial one, and while I am
not making any complaint against the leader
of the House-indeed' he can make one
against me-I thought the ordinary proced-
lire would be for the Committee stage to
be taken at another sitting of the House.
With regard to Clause 2, I would like to be
piermitted to put one or two matters before
hon. nmembers. That is 'why I ask that the
B3ill be recommitted.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebath-flast) [4.38]: 1 have
no objection to the Bill being recommitted,
but I would like to assure the bon. member
that the usual procedure was followed. If
the hon. member had intimated to me that
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he wished the Committee stage to be de-
layed, I should have had much pleasure in
doing so. The ordinary course was adopted
at yesterday's sitting, and when the second
reading of the Bill went through without
discussion, we proceeded with the Committee
stage.

Question put and passed, the Bill recom-
mitted.

In Committee.
Heon. J. F. Allen in the Chair; the Min-

ister for Education in charge of the Bill.
Clause 2-Repeal of Section 54 of the

Heath Act Amendment Act, 1918; Section
41 made perpetual:

Hon,. A. SANDERSON: The matter is
oue of great importance and it interests
different sections of the community very
nmuch. It was originally provided that the
section should remain in force only until
the 30th September, 1-919, and no longer.
The clause in the Bill miakesthat section per-
petual. What is the reason for it? In a
Bill of this nature it is advisable that Par-
Ijinent should have an opportunity of con-
sidering it year by year, otherwise we are
handing ourselves over to the Public Health
Departmnent. This is in one respect a Fed-

-oral measure, introdnced as we were told at
the express desire of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

The Minister for Education: Nothing of
the kind.I

Hon. A. SANDERSON: That is what I
have always understood. '

Hon. J. Cornell: We lead; they, follow.
lHon A. SANDERSON: The proposal was
-t all the States should bring in a similar

meaosure at the same timne.
The Minister for Education: Nothing of

the kind.
lion. A. SANDERSON: Then, whflat is

the position of affairs? We are setting up
a department against the Federal Govern-
ment. What right has the State Commis-
sioner of Health to go into the Federal mili-
tary camps? I maintain that except with
the permission of the Federal Governiment
neither he nor his officers have any such
right.

The Minister for Education: Do you sug-
gest they ever did go into the camps?'

Hon. A. SANDERSON: 1 do not care
whether they did or did not; if the Sta'te has
not the right to go into these Federal hospi-
tals and camps, how can we say that we are
going to treat the disease in this country?

Hon. J. Cornell: The Military authorities
will1 look after that; do not worry about it.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: Then, we are go-
ing to have two Acts of Parliament dealing
with this question in Western Australia. The
matter has been brought up in all the Other
States. The State of Victoria knockedl out
a similar clause to this, but so long as we
clearly understand the position, I cannot say
anything more. I regret that Dr. Saw is
not present.

The Minister for Education: If you had
been here last night you would have heard
what he had to say.

Her. A. SANDERSON: I have expressed
my regret at being absent, but on the first
discussion on this Bill in 1915 Dr. Saw said
that the object of the amendment was that
the Conmmissioner should have before him a
statement on oath befo-e he took miy action,
otherwise the clause would give rise to op-
portunities for blackmail and also for that
abomination, the anonymious informer. The
latest report of the Commissioner, dated
1917, states--

In Western Australia where a single cen-
tral authority holds, as it wvere, the whole
State in the palm of its hand-

No one knows better than the Conmmissioner
the friction that has arisen between the
Federal and State health authorities and, so
long as we have dual control, this trouble
will occur. It is all very well to say the
military people will look after their side
of the business.

Hon. J. Cornell: They do not want any
legislation; they make their own.

Heon. A. SANDERSON: The inmates of
these camps are inhabitants of Western Aus-
trala, and we are entitled to know the posi-
tion of affairs. My proposal is to carry on
this section till 1.920, so that we shall have
an 'opportunity ,~xt year to see exactly
where we stand. I move an amendment-

That Clause 2 be struck out and the
following inserted in lieu:-''The amend-
ments to the principal Act, made by Sec-
tion 41 of this Act shall continue. in force
only until the 30th day 61 September,
1920, and no longer, after which Section
242j of ,the principal Act, as originally
enacted, shall again comse into operatio.''
The MItNISTER FOR EDUJCATION: I

have found it difficult to follow the argu-
ment of Mr. Sanderson and can hardly help
thinking lie is confusing this Bill with an-
other pi1ece of legislation. The Common-
wealth Government have never made any re-
quest about the matter, nor does the Federal
Constitution contemplate that the domestic
health of the State shall be the care of' the
Commonwealth Government. It is entirely
the responsibility of the State. The hon.
member said the Chamber should give a con-
sidered opinion on this clause. When the
Bill was before the House in 1917-18, a sel-
ct committee went into the matter exhaus-
tively -and submitted a report, which was
approved almost unanimously by this Chan,-
her, and that report did not provide for a
limitation of the operation of the,- clause.
That committee and the members of this
Chamber were completely satisfied that the
clause was a good one, and passed it without
any limitation. Subsequently, in another
place, some opposition was raised and, by
way of giving the matter a trial, it was pro-
vided that the clause should continue only
until the 30th September, 1919, a period of
IS months. That disposes of the suggestion
that this Chamber has not given a considered
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opinion on this matter. Those who opposed
the clause at that ilme end succeeded in
having the time limit inserted employed, as
their strongest argument, the statements
made by Dr. Saw when the Bill was, origin-
ally before the House in 1915. Not being
able to get into touch with Dr. Saw, I ex-
pressed the view I thought he would take.
Dr. Saw had sought to introduce suitable
safeguards and I said I was sure, when the
evidence was before himq that Dr. Saw
would be the first to commend the removal
of those safeguards and the substitution of
others. I did not discuss the matter with Dr.
Saw, but Inst evening, he practically repeated
my words. Hle said he was responsible for
the insertion of those safeguards which might
interfere with the working of the Act, and
ho approved of the Bill in its present
form. The Commonwealth Government
have never asked us to enact such
legislation, and I do not think they. hav'e
asked any other State to do so.

Hon. A. Sanderson: The military authori-
ties.

The WENISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Commonwealth Government have recognised
the importance of endeavouring to stamp
out venereal disease and have provided a
vote to assist the States. They have recog-
nised that Western Australia is doing more
in this direction than the other States and
have given us a bigger share, proportion-
ately, of that vote. When the military camps
were in existence they acted under military
law, and the Commnissioner never attempted
to go into the camps. Whepn the war was
over, a number of mna who had enlisted
were detained in the military camp on ac-
count of disease. They were discharged as
soldiers, and the Federal authorities' interest
in them, ais citizens, ceased. They left the
camnp and there was no longer any method
of dealing with them, except under State
legislation. I cannot understand the appli-
cation of the Melbourne telegram quoted by
Mr. San derson. The argument to make the
provision apply from year to year might be
raised 'in regard to every 'measure brought
before the Rouse. We have too maniy of
these continuance laws alreatdy. When we are
satisfied, after IS months' trial, that this
measure is a good one, why should Farlia-
mieat review it every 12 montbsY If at-'any
time it is abused, it is always competent for
Parliament to amond it, I sle no necessity
for the amendment.

Ron. .3. E. DODD: When the Bill came
beforo the [House last session I opposed this
clause very strongly and I see no reason to
alter may opinion. If, I thought :from ex-
perience that the Act had Justified itself, I
would be willing to support it, But I am
itot altogether satisfied that we have given
the clause a sufficiently long trial 'to show
that it is operating satisfactorily. since
comning to the House, I have, received a
letter from several women's. societies, draw-
ing attention to a number of ',points in
connection with this mneasure, and they ask
that the Bill be deferred in order that they

might obtain further information. Among
other things, they are inquiring bow many
females have been notified; bow many were
suffering from the disease; were they sub-
jected to clinical or bacteriological exami-
nation, and if so how many of each; in
how many cases did the Comimisioner re-
quest women to report for examination.
There are a number of other points, and,
in view of this request for information, T
support the amendment. It is as well to
give those interested an opportunity to ex-
press their views to the Government by
deputation or otherwise. There is nothing
like this proposal in any other legislation
in the world anid, seeing it has only recently
been put into operation, it is not too much
to ask that it shall be made law for only
another year, so that there will then be an
opportunity to review it.

Hon. J. Cornell: You. will always find
some people with objections.

H-on. 3. E. DODD: This is the most
revolutionary proposal of its kind in the
history of legislation and I urge that its
operation be limited to, another year, in
order to give an opportunity to review it
again. I amn strongly opposed to too much
compulsion, and therefore T hope the amend-
ment will be carried.

Hon. X. CORNELL:t I hope the amend-
ment will not he carried. As regards the
answering of the questions which Mr. Dodd
has mentioned, let me say candidly that if
the women's organisations bad bad their
way from the beginning, the principal Act
would never have been passed . My experi-
ence abroad has taught me that, the sooner
We realise the venereal evil and give the
necessary power to those qualified to cope
with it, the batter for the community When
the original measure was carried, all sorts
of bogies were raised; but I have yet to
learn of a case being quoted against the
administration of the Act. Any ease quoted
now, after 18 months' operation, must be
purely supposititious. Let us give the Health
Department the powe r they ask. If they
abuise it, we can tnke it a-way again.

Hon, A. SANDflISON: I Will not fol-
low the question of the Federal or the mili-
tary authorities any fPurther except to say-
that I am under the impression the sugges-
tion came from them. At any rato, on the
showing of the leader of the House, they
are financing us in this matter. However,
here is a piece of experimental legislation
on a matter of the greatest importance. It
is ludicrous to, maintain that this Parlia-
ment has, solved off-hand a problem which
has puzzled ;nsny generation.s.. The mea-
sure should come up automatically for recon-
sideration. Let us have an up-to-date re-
port from the Health Department on this
subject, instead of a report two years old,
and then let us reconsider the question. I
think the members of the mredical jrofes-
sion will be the first to admit that there are
other problems besides the medical one in.
voled in this matter. I consider that the
women 's societies who have moved in con-
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their action, and I trust the amendment
will be carried.

Hion. A. J. H, SAW: I ani sorry I was
not present when this debate opened. On
the introduetipn of the original Bill in 1916,
1 bad very considerable doubts, believing
there was a distinct chance of the measure
giving an opening for blackmail. There-
fore I did what I could to safeguard the
person who might be accused of suffering
from venereal disease, by the insertion of the
section providing for a signed statement.
After a couple of years' experience of the
working of the Act the Commissioner states
that the necessity for obtaining a signed
statement militates against the successful
adrhinistration of the measure; and I am
prepared to pay a great deal of deference to
his opinion. I do not think we shall abolish
venereal disease by any Act of Parliament,
and my chief object is the mitigation of the
evil In view of the Commissioner's report,
I em prepared to waive my original objec-
tion and to agree to grant what he asks for.
I imagine the Commissioner will at all times
satisfy himself that the person reporting is
worthy of credence, before official steps are
taken on a report. The Minister for Health
has stated that during the thee the Act has
been in force there have been no complaints.
Since my return from France I have not
beard any complaints, and I think that if
there had been any they would have reached
my ears, because everybody knows the in-
terest I have taken in the measure. The
necessity for combating venereal disease is
now greater than it was at the time the prin-
cipal Act was passed, and therefore I con-
sider we should make this a permanent pro-
vision. The other States have not intrb-
duced legislation of this character simply be-
cause of the hones nest which is always
roused wvhen the words "venereal disease"
are mentioned. If this particular provision
should give rise to blackmail, there is suffi-
cient force of public opinion to secure its
repeal.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Bill again reported without ainendment,

and the report- adopted.

BILL-CROWN SUITS ACT.
AMENDMENT.

Received from the Legislative Assembly
and read a first time.

'BILL - GENERAL LOAN ANT) IN-
SCRIBED STOCK ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebath-East) [5.15] in
reeving the second reading said: The Gen--
eral Loan and Inscribed Stock Act of 1910,
Section 13, paragraph (a), provided that the
interest oa. such inscribed stock or deben-

tures was not to exceed four per ent. per
annum. In 1915 that 'section was amended
by substituting the word ''l ive'I' for '- f our,''
making the maxinumn rate of interest which
might, be paid on inscribed. stock five per
cent. In March of 1918 a Bill was intro-
duiced for the purpose of further amending
the Act of 1910, and substituting 6 Va per
cent. for the four per cent. that obtained in
the Bill of 1910, and for the fire per cent.
that obtained in the Bill of 1915. During
tho discussion in this Chamber on the Bill of
1918 objection was taken to the high rate of
6Y% per cent, being included as a permanent
piece of legislation, and it was decided by
this Chamber that the operation of the Act
should be limited very severely. Thle amend-
ment was not agreed to in another place, and
subsequently a conference between the two
Houses was arranged, with the result that a
compromise was arrived at. That compromise
has expression in Section 3 of the Act of
119, which reads as follows-

This Act shall apply to all inscribed
stock and debentures issued after the corn-
ynenceinent of this Act for the redemption
of any louns raised prior to the commence-
ment of this Act, and for any loans
which may be raised up to the 30th day of
June, 1919, such loans not to exceed a
total1 sum of £750,000, and to debentures
issued after the commencement of this Act
as security for loans raised before the com-
mnencement of this Act.

And Section 4 of the Act made a further
proviso that the Act shall continue in force
until the B0th September of 1919. During
the currency of the Act passed last year,
loans have been raised at 5% per cent., not
at 61A per cent. which was inserted in the
Bill as a maximum. It was never contemi-
plated that the State would have to pay 64j
per cent. As a matter of fact, the loans
raised at 5% per cent, were raised by the
Commonwealth Government, the charges, with
a discount, amounting to £6' 2s. 6d. The
present position is that on the 80th day of
this month the Act of 1918 will cease to
operate, and consequently without some fur-
ther amendment we shall go back to the posi-
tion set up by the Act of 1916, which fixes
the maximum rate of interest at 5 per cent.
It is obvious that for some considerable time
to come it will he impossible for the State to
borrow at 5 per cent., consequently the Bill
now before the House proposes that the Act
of 1910 shall be amended by inserting the
word ''Isix'' instead of ''Ifour,"I which will
make 6 per cent, the maximum rate at which
inscribed stock or debentures may be issued.

Eon. J. W. Kirwan: What percentage are
the Commonwealth Government charging on
money loaned to the State. for repatriation
purposest

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: That
depends upon what it costs the Common-
wealth Government to raise it. The arrange-
meat is that it shall be loaned at the rate
which it costs the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, which will, be probably between SM
and. 6 per cent.
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Ron. J. W. Kirwan: What rate do the
Imperial Government charge?

The MINISTIR. FOR EDUJCATION:
That is not finalised. When the papers
which Mr. Sanderson moved for the other
day are placed on the Table, bon. members
'will be able to see from them what stage the
question has reached. This proposal simply
is that six per cent, is set down as the
maximum -rate of interest that may be paid,
instead of the four per cent. as provided
in the original Act, and the five per cent.
in. the Act of 1915. 1 move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. JT. W. KIWAN (South) [5.20]: 1
regard the Bill as a most important one.
Indeed, in the present state of the country's
finances, all Bills dealing in any way with
finance deserve the moat earnest considlera-
tion of the House. It is true that the Bill
does not authorise the borrowing of any
money, but merely fixes the rate that niay
be paid on loan money which may be bor-
rowed at some future time. But we all know
what happens regarding loan authorisation
Bills. No matter what Government may be
in power, those Bills are brought in. at the
tail end of the session, and they receive very
little consideration. Nobody seems to bother
about the rate of interest, and the Bills Pass
with but little or no discussion. I do not see
why, in the Bill now before us, there should
not be inserted lbnitations similar to those
which 'were inserted in the Bill of last year.
Those limitations have been referred to by
the Minister. In the Bill that was passed
last year the amount of money that might
hoa raised at the high rate of interest was
limited to three-quarters. of a mnillion. Also
the operation of the 'Bill was limited to
twelve months. In the Bill now before u
there is no limitation to the amount of
money that may be borrowed At this high
rate of interest, and the Bill is Vtirtually per-
petual. There are those who consider that,
finiancially, the present Government are very
reckless. The Premier has been described by
the chairman of the conference of the Farm-
ers and Settlers' Association as a defiant,
optimist. I think that description is a fairly
accurate one. Bitt whether or not we are in
favour of the present Government, to pass a
Bill that will give this and future Govern-
mnents .power to borrow at six per cent., which
is an enormously high rate,,is, to my mind,
very dangerous. We certainly should limit
the operation of the Bill to twelve months.
Then, at the end of the twelve months, some
fresh pronosal coulld be brought forward and
the position could be again reviewed. The
six per cent. will probably mean 6%/, if not
6%4, per cent, by the time all charges shall
have been paid. What projects are the Gov-
ermnent likely to embark upon which will
afford a returnt of 61/4 or 6% Pet cent. and
provide sinking fund as well? A majority
of mnembers seem to regard Government en-
terprises as not being very successful, It'
requires an acute business man to, use money
at 61/ or 63/,_ per cent, in any private enter-

prise and make of it a payable proposition.
Is any Government likely to do it? When
the Government contemplate borrowing
money that will probably cost 634 or
02,4 per cent, it seems to nie we are
giving the Government very considerable
powers, which are likely to still further en-
danger the finances of the Government. What
makes the position still more remarkable is
that the Government are to-dlay 'lending
money at a considerably lower rate than six
per cent. In other words, we are to give
thenm authority to borrow money at a higher
rate than that at which they are at present
themselves, in some instances, lending mtmey.
A House such as this, which claims to have
a -sense of responsibility in financial matters,
ought to see that the Government go slow in
borrowing and ought to favour the
proposal which I intend to make wben
in Omitte-, mtmely, that the operations of
the Bill shall be limited in the directions I1
have indicated. There are two purposes for
which a Government are justified in borrow-
ing money no matter how high the price
may be. One is for loan redemption pur-
poses. We must borrow money for any neces-
sary loan redemption, no matter how high
the price of that money iay be, because it
is necessary in order to safeguard the credit
of the State. Also it seemis that no matter
what is done to prevent it, the accumulated
deficit continues to grow and will, I fear,
continue to grow for a very long time.
During the two months :of the current yea;,
July and August, the deficit has amounted
to £300,000. In view of that position, it is
inevitable that for the current year there
will be a large de-ficit,- and, much as we
may dislike doing so, we must allow the Gov-
ernment money, to finance that deficit, In
the amendment made last year Provision was
included fo 'r the borrowing of money for loan
redemption .purposes. The limitation which
was placed upon the amount that the
Government could borrow last year at
a' high rate of interest was £750,000.
That was -fixed as a result of a, con-
ference between the two Rouses. In
the amendments I have draf ted, I suggest
that the amount that we ought to, place in
the Bill this year should not be £750,000,
but that it might be £500,000. 'The reason
why I have fixed the amount at a lower
figure than last year is that, according to the
statement made by the Premier, .the Govern-
ment can carry on without any difficulty for
some considerable time. The Premier in a
public statement he made recently said-

The late Treasurer has left the finances
in such a, position as to make it easy to
carry on. We can carry on not only to
the end of this year but for some months
afterwards. Provision was made by the
late Treasurer whereby we ,have a balance
of £1,06,4,000,

In view of that statement, I think we would
be fairly generous in limiting the amnount
which can be borrowed at the' ldfh rate of
interest to £500,000. With reference to the
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price that may be paid for loan money there
are two purposes for which loan moneys
are wanted in this State -at present.
One of these is for repatriation. All
that money is coming from the Corn-
inonwenlth Government. The Premier has
made a stateujient in reference to the
allotment of money by the Federal Gov-
ernment, as follows-

We have had allotted -to us by the Fed-
eral Government £3,375,000 and of that
sum £750,000 is for the purpose of open-
ing up the country.

The,.Commonwealth Government at present
are raising money at 5 per cent. by com-
pulsory loan. Surely the Conunonwea~lth
Government arc not going to charge the
State Government more than 5 per cent.

The Minister for Education: It costs us
more than 55 per cent,

lRon. J. W. KIRWAN: It is extraordin-
ary if the Commonwealth Governm 'ent will
not give the money at 5 per cent., consider-
ig all they have said in the direction of
financial help to the States. The second

Surpose for which money is needed in this
tate is to assist immigration. Where is

the money for immigration to come from?
Here is what thme Treasurer says on the
point-

The British Government.- is anxious to
settle ex-soldiers in 'Western Australia.
We have told the British Government that
we want population and that we shall be
glad to have their men so long as the
money nectessary to settle them is ad-
vanced by the British Government. They
have made it clear that not only men but
money will be made available for the pur-
pose, of the establishment of these a-sol-
diers hero.

Consequently, it would be interesting to
know what money in the way of loan
the Government require further than
this large sum of £3,375,000, which they will
*gdt. from the Commonwealth Government cat
.what one would suppose a reasonabl 'e rate of
.interest, and also this help which has been
so generously offered by the British Govern-
ment. In the face of that, and after .carry-

ing en during all the war period under the
authorisation permitting them to borrow
money at 5 per: cent,, they now require au-
thority to raise money at an increased irate
pf interest 'We must also remember that
the money we get we do not alwrays .receive

at par., The price of -money is sometimies
below.par, and we might get £99 10s. or even
less than that for our £100, but under this
Bill authority is being sought to borrow
mnoney at as high a rate of interest is 6 per
cent. irr-espective of discount. I sincerely
trust that in Committee the Bill will be
limuited in the direction I have indicated,
that whilst the Government shall have power
to borrow money at any rate of in-
terest for .loan redemption purposes, they
shall have authority to borrow not more than
hialf a million pounds at the high rate of
interest, and further, that the Bill shill be

limited in duration to a period of 12 months
only. It is extremnely dangerous to give Gov-
ernments tIhis rower iii perpetuity.

Hon. A . S ANDERSON (Mletropolitan-Sub-
urban) (5.37]: This Bill is a good illustra-
tion of the advantages of an experiment by
which it comes up i.itomaticaily for review.
We as individnal members cannot get rid of
our responsibilities. We have to share in the
financial position of Western Australia, and
unless we take up some clear stand, and give
a clear indication to the Government of our
attitude, we must accept this grave responsi-
bility. It has been admitted, both inside and
outside the House, that speaking generally
not only ourselves but the people we repre-
sent are the permanent settlers in Western
Australia. We feel that we have a deeper
and closer interest, and that the peopld'we-
represent have a deeper and closer interest,
in the financial affairs of Western Australia
than others have. This is the opportunity
f or making our opinions known. It has been
said before that the time for a general dis-
cussion of the finances is on the Estinates.
I have no desire for a general discussion on
the financial position of Western Australia.
I want an opportunity given to us to inter-
fere, and interfere with effect, and to have-
our views put forward and acted upon. When
the Government propose, almost lightly, that
we should borrow money at 63 per cent., it
must appear to anyone who has made his
permanent home in Western Australia that
the position is alarming. The public ac-
counts that were presented to us last session
give certain information regarding loan flota-
tions. The loan flotations since the intro-
duction. of responsible Government, on the-
21st October, 1890, are given there. The-
last column of page 92 is head6d "Rate of
interest per hundred pounds sterling paid by
the Government, allowance being made for
redemption at par at latest (or only) date,
of maturity." At the foot of this column
we find that the rate of interest on 7th Sep-
tember, 1917, was £6 2s. I am not anxious
to enter into 'the matter in any per~onaI or
party spirit. I am simply looking at the-
drnttcr as one who represents a large niurhber
of' taxpayers, as one who is interested in the
State, and, as one who is confident that if our
finances are handled with-iCae we will get
out of our difficulties. Very little ceiti will
be reflected upon us if we pass this Bill as
1 rinted.. I.

lion. Sir. E. H. Wittenoom: It will -reflect
A. lot of debit, perhaps.
*Ron, A. SANDERSON: Let the Govern-
mn t tell us .how. much money they Want, and

,what it is, being used for. I canndt conceive of
-hoi. members ionsenting *to give the Govern-
meht carte blanche to borrow money at 6 per~
cent. -The loan authorisation here can be
rend in chunection with the General Loan
Act. We- find that on the inscribed stock
the Government are nearly six millions of'
money out. It has not been raised, bot has
been authorised. It is true that the Bill does
not. autborise any further loan. What it does
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is to permit the Government to raise a flota-
tion at 63 per cent. interest. Let us see what
would happen in the case of the Esperance
railway for instance. Tt might be constructed
cout of money costing 3 per cent., but if it is
built with money costing 6 per cent. it does
not give it a reasonable chance of success.
During the recess T employed some time in
trying to work out these debentures, Treasury
Bills, and inscribed stock. I would call the
-attention of hon. members to the extraordiu-
ary increase in the floating payments on the
Treasury Bills. When wd are called upon
to deal with a Bill of this nature we should
have placed before us in detail information
-as to the exact position of affairs in regard
to our loan account. There are many uiem-
hers of this Chamber who occupy high post-
-tions in the commercial world, and there are
others who, like myself, have to toot the bill. I
am confi dent that the commercial section of
-the community would not deal with their
own affairs in this manner and give anyone
-carte blanche to raise money at that rate of
interest. Those of us in the community who
-have to pay this interest are entitled to 'know
,the amounts that have been raised. If we
pass this,4 Bill without knowing the exact
amount the Government require and what
-they propose to do with it, we shall not be
doing our duty to those who sent us here.
'The papers presented last year are certainly
valuiable in connection with 'this Bill, hut we
cannot get later information than that deal-
Ing with the period ending June, 1918. "The
leader of the House, I know, is not respon-
sible, but wco really ought to insist on having
-these statements right up to date. I do not
suppose anyone will oppose the second read-
ing of the Bill. It is essentiall-y a Comn-
mittee measure. Everybody must recognise
-the difficulties of the Government at the
present time in regard to the finances, and
sgo far as I am concerned I am most anxious
'to assist the Government in every possible
way, and will only ask in return that they
Will present to us clearly and faithfully a
-statement of the finances of Western Aus-
tralia.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

B:[LL-PEARLING ACT AMEINDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (North)
T.50): I' listened with a great deal of in-
terest tothe remnarks that fell from the Min-
ister for Education when hie moved the
-second reading of this Bill. It must be plain
to everybody that it is a -real effort to try,
-and bring the legislation in connection with
the pearliug industry as far as possible up
to dlate. The Minister set out so fully the
advatages to Western .Australia of the
-peaarling industry and also gave us many
interostina particulars about it, that it would
be superfluous for me to attempt to weary

the House by referring to the matter at
length. But as one Who % presents the
North-Western portion of the State, I can
say that the action of tbe Government in
taking the trouble they have done to remedy
a number of difficult conditions which
exist in that part of the world, is very much
appreciated. I would also like to take this
opportunity of expressing the appreciation
of the pearlers at the action of the Govern-
ment seine time ago in going to the rescue of.
those people to the extent of giving a guar-
antee in connection with the sale of pearl1
shell. It was quite well known at the time
that there would be no demand made on the
Government for money in connection with
the guarantee, but the guarantee had this
. effect, that it made the huyers of pearl
shell, who had arranged matters amongst
themselves in America and London, give a
little more than the amount guaranteed. I
am glad to say also that some of the finan-
cial institutions helped in a similar dirce-
tion. This action was advantageous and en-
abled the pearlers to tide over the period of
the war. It is now, I think, common know-
ledge that pearl shell is being used to a very
large extent in many industries, so cinch so
that there will continue to be a good demand
for it, provided that th4 sale and distribu-
tion can be freely and fnirly car-ried out.
Under fhose circumastahees we 'nay look for-
wardl to an increase in the industry. There
are many disabilities connected -with pearl-
ing, and I should say they 4re similar to
those which apply to gold mnining and dia-
mond -mining. I refer more particularly to
illicit selling, There are difficulties in the
way of preventing people getting Pearls
from divers and those who. procure them,
'id selling them illicitly. I understand the
same'thing has happened in connection with
gold, anid I have been very much diverted
by the latest method adopted of getting gold
away. from Xalgoorlie. In one instance the
practice of rifle shooting was carried on to
such an extent that those who 'engaged in it,
ostensibly went out to shoot turkeys, the
real object being to conceal the gold inside
the turkeys.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is romance.
Hon. Sir E. H1 WITT-ENOOM:- I saw that

in a newspaper and I understand that the
papers print nothing but facts. If people
will go to the extent of putting gold inside
turkeys, they will resort to any method. I
have known of cases where diamonds have
been swallowed so as to get them away, and
we can readily understand, therefore, that
somie method will be found by which valuable
pearls can be removed. The Bill before the
House is a good honest attempt to try and
prevent that ]kind of thing, and to see that
those who have -borne the heat and burden of
the day shall reap the reward which is theirs.
Therefore, I think we can safely support the
second reading of the measure. There is
very little to be said in connection with the
clauses. I looked through them very care-
fully the other day, and one that claimed
my attention was that relating to the trans-
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fer of a lieensp, from one shop to another.
I thought that could be done in any circum-
stances. However, the clause will make the
position clear. Clause 10 amends Section 64
of the Act and provides-

No licensed pearl dealer shall have or
use as a registered place of business any
place which is used for the transaction of
any other business.

Why should that be the ease? Why should
not a storekeeper, if he is licensed, be per-
mitted to deal in his own premises? Of
course there may be a reason for it. Another
thing is that I did not know what a pearl
cleaner was. I find it ex~plained here and
will read it for the information of those
hon. members who perhaps do not investi-
gate the pennling questions as fuly as others
might-

A pearl cleaner means a person who
cleans, cuts or alters pearls, or improves
the shape or appearance of pearls, or re-
ceives pearls or has pearls in his posses-
sion for the purpose of performing any
of the operations aforesaid thereon.

We can quite understand that the gentleen
who have all the knowledge and skill of
being able to manipulate these pearls want
to be carefully lookbd after. All the clauses
which are in the Bill are very useful,' and
under the circumstances I have pleasure in
supporting the second reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch-East-in reply)
[5.581: I thank Sir Edward Wittenoomn for
his reference to the~ action of the Govern-
ment, in connection 'with the guarantees
made to the pearlers. As I explaied in
moving the second reading of the Dill, the
Government were in the happy position of
having to guarantee very little. Regarding
the clauses to which Sir Edward Wittenoom
referred, at the present time licenses may
be transferred from one person to anxother.
That is to say, a person may sell his licensed
boat to another and the license can be trans-
ferred. But if the person is the owner of
a boat and that boat is lost or damaged
beyond possibility of further use, it is ,M-
possible to transfer the license from that
boat to the boat which the owner wishes to
substitute for it. With regard to Clause
10, the object of preventing operations in
pearls except at places set apart for the
purpose, is to prevent what the hon. mem-
ber suggested should be done-that is to
prevent dealing in pearls in a shop. The
clause is strongly approved by the Pearlers'
Association. They think it will have the
effect of putting down, illicit dealing in
pearls if a person can only sell pearls at
places set apart for that purpose. A man
may go to a store ostensibly'to buy a pound
of sugar, but in reality to sell a pearl.
Under Clause 10 the prohibition will not
apply to any corporation carrying on the
business of banking. That is quite a legiti-
mate provision. But it is the opinion of
those interested in the industry that illicit
dealing in pearls is likely to be discouraged

if we compel a pearl dealer to operate
places set apart for that purpose.

Question put andf passed.
Bill read a seconda time.

in

In Committee.
Hon. J. F. Allen in the Chair; the Minis-

ter for Education in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 5-agreed to.
Clause 6-Insertion of new section after

Section 27:
Elon. 0. J. C. TV. MILES: Have any ar-

rangements been nmade to assist returned sol-
diers to start in tme industry? Practically
the whole of the men employed enlisted, and
mnany of them are now returning. They are
good men, who have dome their duty to the
State and the Empire, and the Government
should see that they are repatriated in the
industry. Some of these men were formierly
shell openers, and now wish to set up as
master pearlers. Will the Government assist
themf

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
*cannot definitely connect my reply with the
clause under discussion.

Hon. G . .1. G. W. Miles: You can connect
it with the reference to the transfer of a
ship from one owner to another.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
clause contemplates tbe transfer of a license
from one ship to another. However, there
is nothing laeking in our legislation to assist
the returned soldier, and the Government are
doing everything possible in that direction.
The repatriation of soldiers into'the pearling
industry is an obligation on the Federal Gov-
ernment if the man requires monetary assist-
ance, and there have been applications by
returned, soldiers for assistance to start
pearling. These applications have come to
the State authorities and every effort has
been made to grant the assistance requested.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles: I mean for re-
turned men to set up as master pearlers, ot
as shell openers.

The MiINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
a shell opener desires to set up as a master
pearler, there is ample scope to deal with his
application.

llon. J. CORNELL: If the Minister called
at the Repatriation Department he might
learn something of what is being done for
returned men. If a man at the time of en-
listing was a shell opener and now aspired
to become'a master pearler, he would por-
bably be turned down because he was apply-
ing for assistance in a vocation which was
not his pye-war occupation.

Hon. G. J. G. W. Miles, They have no
option. A man bad to be in the business
before he went away.

Hr. J. CORNELL: Yes, and definite as-
sistanee should he given in such cases. Where
the Federal Government fail the State should
endeavour to assist. I hope this- question
will receive the consideration of the Govern-
ment.

Clause put and passed.
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Clauses 7 to 12, 14, 16 to 19, 21 and 23-
agreed to.

Title agreed to.

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported 'without amendment and the
report adopted.

Howse adjourued at 6.18 p.m.

W'ednesday, 3$rd September, 1919.

Questions : RePatiPtlen, ArMtea]lC Conmitetee 443
Wheat storage, Fremantie charges........445
Stallion. Registration ]Bill .. :. 44s
Bulk handling of grainoL....................443
Corneacka, Federal Government offer ....... 445
Quarantine charges, -refund..............444
Stud Stock purchases in Eastern States 444
Taxation returns.. ............... 444

Leave of Absence......... ............. 4
Bills : State Children Act Amendment, report .. 444

Justilces Act Amendment, report .. 444
Crown Suits Act Amendmtent, SR.......444
Slaughter Of Calves. itR,-----------444
Vermin Act Amndmnt, IR . . 444
Constitution Act Amendment, 2R.... ..... 460
Kalgoorie Friendly Societies Inveistments Val-

dation, 2u., Corn. report......... ... 4655
Retia: Tenders accepted .................... 444
Motions: State Children end Charities Depart-

otenbs, select commi~ttee to inquire . 445
Quarantining of Vessels, to inquire, withdrawn 458
Workers' Comapensation Act and general in-

surance......... ............. 4s0

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION -RIEPATRIATION,
ARMADALE COMMITTEE.

Mr. FOLEY asked the Premier: 1, is
thorn a repatriation committee at Armadale?
2, If so, what are the names of thli members
of the committeeY 3, How many applica-
tions for the purchase of properties have
been referred to that comimittee? 4, How
.iiany of the properties purchiased were
owned by members of the committee!

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, James
Butcher (chairman), J -W. Turner (secre-
tary), W. R. Han, .J. H1. Champion, Fred
Barnes, B. S. Chapmnan, J. A. Papson. 3,
Sixty-one applications have been -referred to
this committee in accordance with. the de-
partment 's practice, under which all appli-
cations worthy of consideration are referred
to the local committee and the departmental
inspector, and (in the case of orchard pro-
perties) to the Agricultural Department ex-
pert and W.A. Orchardists' League. All the

reports are considered by the Discharged
Soldiers' Settlement Board before 'purchase
is approved. 4, Five, all of which were por-
tions of Mr. James Butcher 's estate. A
special valuation was made in each 'of these
eases by the chief inspector of the Agrieul-
tural Bank.

QUJESTION-.wHEAT STORAGE,
FREMANTLE CHARGES.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary
Mihister: In view of the Wheat Marketing
Commission's report upoa. excessive storage
charge on wheat at Fremantle, (a) Are any
steps being taken to get a refund of the
£12,000 per annum charged for storage on
wheat in past years by the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust? (b) Is he aware that even Syd-
ney charged only £6,000 per annum, where
much mor e wheat was stored and shipped at
Darling Island Dockl

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
(a) The amount of storage paid to the Har-
bour Trust was by arrangement and was the
best deal that could be made. (b) The Gov-
erniuut are not aware of the amount charged
to the New South Wales Wheat Scheme for
storage at Darling Island.

QUESTION-STALLIONS REGIS-
TRATION BILL.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary
Minister: Is it intended to introduce a
Stions. Registration Bill this session$

The HONORARY 'MINISTER replied:

QUESTION-BULK HANDLING OF
GRAIN.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Premier:5 1, In
view of the high price of bags, is it the in-
tention of the Government to proceed with a
scee for the bulk handling of grain, in
accordance wvith the recommendations of the
local Commission which considered the sub-
ject? 2, If not, why not?

The PREMIER replied: The matter is re-
ceiving consideration.

QIJESTION-CORNSACKS, FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT OFFER.

Air. JTOHNSTON aked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Did the Federal Government, on
or abmit thu 17th July, offer to assist the
Government to obtain cornsacks for the
State for the coming harvest! 2, Did the
Government decline the Federal Govern-
mient's off~er? 3, Will the Government state
what grounids they had for advising the Fed.-
oral Goverment that there were sufficient.
corasacks in this State for the corning har-
vest? 4, I~n view of the present prospects
of an abundant harvest, will the Government
review the positionl 5, If .sntisfied that
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