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ticular pup drowned. Let us know, when the
Estimates are brought down, exactly what
these concorns are costing, and then, if they
are paying, we can help them. But if they
are not paying, we ought not,to take them
over on that ground, allowing the sharehol-
ders to manage them and pat themselves on
the back if eventnally a success is made. I
strongly obje¢t to these businesses being car-
ried on’ by imeans of Government money
while the State has no opportunity of ‘recov-
ering the funds so invested.

On motion by Mr, Munsie,
journed.

debate ad-

Houge adjourned at 10.9 pm,
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The-FPRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30,
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WHEAT LOADING AT
FREMANTLE.

Hon, A, H. PANTON agked ths Minister
for Education: 1, Is he aware that the boats
$#4CJ8."" and the ‘‘Almora’’ were delayed
in Fremantle owing to insufiicient wheat be-
ing available to load? 2, In the interests of
the Fremantle port, will the Minister take
steps to prevent such delay in the futuret

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1 and 2, There was no undue delay in
supplying wheat for the ‘‘C.J.8.77 and ‘Al
mora.’’ The wheat was supplied in accord-
ance with the terms of the charter parties
which governed the loading of the vessels.

QUESTION—ALIENS AT EKALGOORLIT.

Hon. A, H. PANTON asked the Minister
for Education: 1, Are the Government aware
that large numbers of aliens have left Kal-
goorlie under advice by the police? 2, In
the interest of peace, will the Government
take steps to prevent these ahens invading
other industrial centres?
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The Government are aware that a
number of aliens have left Kalgoorlie. 2,
The Government are not aware that these
aliens are invading other industrial cemtres
and are informed that a namber are arrang-
ing to leave the State.

QUESTION—SOLDIERR’ SENTENCES,
REMISSIONS.

Hon, A. H, PANTON asked the Miniater
for Education: 1, How many returned sol-

‘diers "'were undergoing sentence in the State

for other than military offences on Peace
Dazy (19th July)$ 2, Were any of the sen-
tences remitted? 3, T¢ g9, how many, and
to what extent?

The MINISTER I'OR EDUCATION re-

‘plied: 1, It is not recorded whether prison-

ers (other than those convieted of military
offences) are returned soldiers or nof. 2 and
8, Al prisoners were granted a remission of
sentence on the declaration of Peace in a¢-
cordance with the following seale:—-Sen-
tences of 3 months and under, 14 days; for
each subsequent period of 3 months, 14 days.
Limit of remission, 6 months.

BILL—MENTAL TREATMENT ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Legislative Assembly, |

' M
BILL--HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Recommittal,

Order of the Day read for the third read-
ing. .
Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) 4.37: I move—

That the Bill be recommitted for the
purpose of further comsidering Clause 2.
When I saw that the second reading was
fixed for yesterday’s sitting I did not think
there whs any chanece of -the Bill going
through Committee on the same day, and
when the matter was before the House last
night T was unavoidably absent, I crave the
indulgence of the House to that extent. The
Bill is a controversial one, and while I am
not malking any complaint against the leader
of the Fouse—indeed ' he can make ome
againgt me—TI thought the ordinary proced-
nre would be for the Committes stage to
be taken at another sitting of the House.
With regard to Clause 2, T would like to be
permitted to put one or two matters before
hon. membérs. That is why I ask that the

BEill be recommitted.

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION
{Hon. H. P. Colehstech—East) [4.38]: I have
no objection to tke Bill being recommitted,
but T wounld like to assure the hon. mémber
that the usnal procedura was followed. If
the hon. member had intimated to me that
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he wished the Committee stage to be de-
layed, I should have had much pleasure in
doing so. The ordinary course was adopted
at yesterday’s sitting, and when the second
reading of the Bill went throwgh without
diseusgion, we proceeded with the Committee
stage,

Question put and passed, the Bill recom-
mitted. -

In Committee.

Hon, J. F. Alten in the Chair; the Min-
ister for BEducation in charge of the Bill

Clause 2—Repeal of Section 54 of the
Heath Act Amendinent Act, 1918; Section
41 made perpetual: ‘

Hon, A. SANDERSON: The matter is
one of great importance and it interests
different sections of the community very
mueh. It was originalty provided that the
gection shonld remain in force only until
the 30th September, 1919, and no longer.
The elanse in the Bill makes that section per-
petual, What is the reason for it? In a
Bin of thia nature it is advisable that Par-
Liament should have an opportunity of eon-
sidering it year by year, otherwise we are
handing ourselves over to the Public Health
Department. This is in one respect a Fed-
_eral measure, introduced as we were told at
“the express desire of the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment,

The Minister for Education: Nuthmg of
the kind.

Hon, A. SANDERSON: That is what I
have always understood. °

Hon, J, Cornell: We lead; they follow,

Hon A. SBANDERSON: The proposal was
“ -t all the States should bring in a similar
mensure at the same time,

The Minigter for Education:
the kind.

Ton. A. SBANDERSON: Then, what is
the pasition of affairs? We are setting up
a department against the Federal Govern-
ment. What right has {he State Commis-
gioner of Health to go inte the Federal mili-
tary camps? I maivtain that except with
the permigsion of the Federal Government
neither he nor his officers have any such
right. ‘

The Minister for Education: Do you sug-
gost they ever did go into the eamps?

Hon. A. SANDERSON: 1 do nof care
whether they did or did not; if the State has
not the right to go into these Federal hospi-
tala and camps, how can we say that we are
going to treat the disease in this country?

Hon. J. Cornell: The Military authorities
will look after that; do not worry about it,

Hon, A, SANDERSON: Then, we are go-
ing to have two Acts of Parliament dealing
with this question in Western Australia. The
matter has been brought up in all the other
States. The State of Vietoriz knocked out
5, similar ¢lause to this, but s0 long as we
clearly understand the positicn, T cannot say
anything meore. T regret that Dr. Saw is
not present.

Nothing of

[COUNCIIL.]

The Minister for Education: If you had
been here last night you would have heard
what he had to say,

Hon, A, SANDERSON: I have cxpressed
my regret at being absent, but on the first
digenssion on this Bill in 1915 Dr., Saw said
that the object of the amendment was that
the Commissioner should have before him a
statement on oath before he took any action,
otherwise the clause would give rise to op-
portunities for blackmail and also for that
abomination, the anonymous informer. The
latest report of the Cnmmissioner, dated
1917, states—

In Western Australia where a single cen-
tral anthority holds, as it were, the whole
State in .the palm of its hand:

No one knows hetter than the Commissioner
the friction that has arisen between the
Federal and State health authorities and, so
long as we bhave dual control, this trouble
will ocenr. It is all very well to say the
military people will look .after their side
of the business,

Hon. J. Cornell: They do not want any
legislation; they make their own,

Hon. A, BANDERSON: The inmates of
these camps are inhabitants of Western Aus-
tralia, and we are entitled to know the posi-
tion of affairs. My proposal is to carry on
thig section till 1920, so that we shall have
an opportunity next year to see -exactly
where we gtand. I move an amendment—

That Clause 2 be struck ont and the
following inserted in lien:— *The amend-
ments to'the principal Aet, made by Sec-
tion 41 of this Act shall eontinue in force
only until the 30th day of September,

1920, and no longer, after which Seetion

249J of ,the principal Act, as originally

enacted, shall again come into operation,

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
have found it difficult to fo]low the argu-
ment of Mr. Sanderson and can hardly help
thinking, he is confusing this Bill with an-
other {ece of legislation. The Common:
wealth Guvernment have never made any re-
quest about the matter, nor does the Federal
Conatitution cont.emplate that the domestic
health of the State shall be the care of the
Commonwealth Government. It is entirely
the responsibility of the State. The hon.
member said the Chamber should give a con-
sidered opinion on this clause. When the
Bill was before the House in 1917-18, a sel-
ect committee went into the matter exhaus-
tively -and submifted a report, which was
approved almost unamimously by this Cham-
ber, and that report did not provide for a
limitation of the operation of the- clanse.
That committee and the members of this
Chamber were completely satisfied that the
clause was a good one, and passed it without
any limitation. Subsequently, in another
place, some opposition was raized and, by

- way of giving the matter a trial, it waas pro-

vided that the clanse shovld continue only
until the 30th September, 1919, a period of
18 months. That disposes of the suggestion
that this Chamber has not given a considered



opinion on this matter. Those who opposed
the clause at that {ime and succeeded in
having the time limit ingerted employed, as
their strongest arpument, the statements
made by Dr. Saw when the Bill was origin-
ally before the House in 1915. Not heing
able to get into tonch with Dr. Saw, I ex-
pressed the view I thought he would take.
Dr. S8aw had sought to introduce smitable
safeguards and I said I was sure, when the
evidencs was before him, that Dr. Saw
would be the first to commend the removal
of those safegnards and the substitution of
others. I did not discuss the matter with Dr.
Saw, but last evening. be practically repeated
my words. He said he was responsible for
the insertion of those safeguardy which might
interfere with the working of the Aet, and
he approved of the Bill in its present
form. The Commonwealth Government
have never asked us to enact such
legislation, and I do not think they. have
agked any other State to do so.

Hon. A. Sanderson: The military aunthori-
ties.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
Commonwealth Coverument have recognised
the importance of endeavouring to stamp
out venereal discase and have provided a
vote to asgist the States, They have recog-
nigsed that Western Australia is doing more
in this direetion than the other States aund
have given us a bigger share, proportion-
ately, of that vote. When the military camps
were in existence they acted under military
law, and the Commissioner never attempled
to go into the camps., When the war was
over, a number of men who had enlisted
were detained in the military camp on ae-
count of disease. They were discharged as
soldiers, and the Federal authorities’ interest
i them, as citizens, ceased. They left the
camp and there was no longer any method
of dealing with them, except under State
legislation, 1 cannot understand the apphi-
cation of the Melbourne telegram quoted by
Mr. Sanderson. The argument to make the
provision apply from year to year might be
raiged ‘in regard to every ‘measure brought
before the Honse. We have foo mary of
these continuance laws already. When we are
‘patisfied, after 18 wmonths’ trial, that this
measure i3 a good ome, why shouly Parlia-
ment review it every 12 months? If at any
time it is abused, it is always competent for
Parlinment to amend it. I sée no necessity
for the amendment. ’

Hon, J. E. DODD: When the Bill came
before the House last sesston T opposed this
clanse very strongly and I see mo reason to
alter my opinion. If I thought from ex-
perience that the Aet had justified itself, I
wonld be willing te support it. But I am
not altogether satisfied that we have given
the eclause a sufficiently long trial to shew
that it is operating satisfactorily. Since
coming to the House, T have. received a
letter from several women’s socisties, draw-
ing attention to a number of points in
connection with this measure, and they ask
that the Bill be deferred in order that they
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might obtain further information. Among
other things, they are inguiring how many
females have been notified; how many were
suffering from the disease; were they sub-
jected to eclinical or bacteriological exami-
nation, and if s0 how many of each; in

-how many cases did the Commisioner re-

quest women to report for examination.
There are a number of other points, and,
in view of this request for informatiomn, I
support, the amendment. It ia as well to
give those interested an opportunity fo ex-
press their views to the Government by
deputation or otherwise. There is nothing
like this proposal in any other legislation
in the world and, seeing it has only reeently
been put into operation, it is not too muth
to ask that it shall be made law for only
another year, so that there will then be an
opportunity to review it,

Hon. J. Cornell: You will always find
some people with objections.

Hon. J. . DODD: This is the most
revolutionary proposal of its kind in the
history of legislation and I urge that its
operation he limited to  another year, in
order to give an opportunity to review if
again. I am strongly oppoesed to too much
compulsion, and therefore I hepe the amend-
ment will be carried.

Hon. J. CORNELL: - Y hope the amend-
raent ‘will not be carried. Az regards the
answering of the questions which Mr. Dodd
has mentionad, let me say candidly that if
the women’s organisations had had their
way from the beginning, the principal Act
would never have been passed. My experi-
ence abroad has taught me that the soouner
we Tealiss the venereal evil and give the
necessary power to those qualified to cope
with it, the better for the eommunity When
the original measure was carried, all sorts
of bogies were raised; but I have yet to
learn of a case heing quoted against the
administration of the Act. Any case quoted
now, after 18 months’ operation, must be
purely supposititicus. Let us give the Health
Department the power they ask. Tf they
abuse it, we can take it away again.

Hon, A, BANDERSON: I will not fol-
low the question of the Federal or the mili-
tary authorities any -further exeept to say
that T am under the impression the sugges-
tion came from them. At any rate, on the
showing of the leader of the House, they
are financing us in this matter. However,
here ie n piece of experimenial legislation
on a maetter of the greatest importance. It
i3 Indicrous to: maintain that this Parlia-
ment has solved off-hand a problem which
has puozzled many generations, The mea-
gure should come up automatically for recon-
sideration. Let us have an up-to-date re-
port frem the Health Department on this
subject, instead of a report two years old,
and then let us reeonsider the question. T
think the members of the medieal profes-
sion will be the first to admit that there are
other problems besides the medieal one in-
volved in this matter. I consider that the
women’s societies who have moved in con-
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neetion with the Bill are to be thanked for
their action, and I trust the amendment
will be carried.

Hon. A. J. H, SAW: I am sorry I was
not present when this debate opened. On
the introduction of the original Bill in 1918,
I had very considerable doubts, believing
there was & distinet chanece of the measure
giving an opening for blackmail. There-
fore I did what I comld to saféguard the
person who might be accused of suffering
from venereal disease, by the insertion of the
section providing for a signed statement.
After a couple of years’ experience of the
working of the Act the Commissioner states
that the neecessity for obtaining a signed
stitement militates against the successful
administration of the measure; and I am
prepared to pay a great deal of deference to
hiz opinion. I do not think we shall abolish
venereal disease by any Act of Parliament,
and my chief object is the mitigation of the
evil. In view of the Commissioner’s report,
I am prepared to waive my original ob_‘]ec-
tion and to agree to grant what he asks for.
I imagine the Commissioner will at all times
satisfy himeelf that the person reporting is
worthy of credence, before official steps are
taken on a report. The Minister for Health
has stated that during the time the Aet has
been in force there have been no complaints.
8ince my return from France I have not
béard any complaints, and I think that if
there had been any they would have reached
my ears, bezause everyhody knows the in-
terest I have taken in the measure. The
necessity for combating venereal disease is
now greatér than it was at the time the prin-
eipal Act was passed, and therefore I con-
sider we should make this a permanent pro-
vision, The other States have not intro-
duced legislation of this charaeter simply be-
cause of the hornets’ nest which is always
roused when the word$ ‘‘venereal disease’’
are mentioned. Tf this particular provision
should give rise to blackmail, there is suffi-
cient force of public opinion to secure its
repeal.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Bill again reported without amendment,
and the repert adopted.

BILL—CROWN SUITS ACT .
AMENDMENT.,

"Received from the Legislative Assemb]y
and rea.d a first time.

BILL — GENERAL I0QAN AND IN-
SCRIBED STOCE ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P. Colebatch—East) [5.15] in
moving thé second reading said:
eral Loan and Inseribed Stock Act of 1910,
Section 18, paragraph (a), provided that the
interest on such inscribed stock or deben-

The Gen--

[COUNCIL.]

tures was not to execeed four per c¢ent. per
annum. In 1915 that ‘section was amended
by substituting the word ‘‘five’" for tfour,’ !
making the maximum rate of interest which
might, be paid on inscribed: stock five per
cent. In March of 1918 a Bill was intro-
duced for the purpose of further amending
the Act of 1910, and substituting 6% per
cent. for the four per cent. that obtained in
the Bill of 1910, and for the five per cent.
that obtained in the Bill of 1915. During
the discussion in this Chamber on the Bill of
1918 objection wag taken to the high rate of
614 per cent. being included as a permanent
piece of legislation, end it was decided by
this Chamber that the operation of the Act
should be limited very scverely. The amend-
ment wag not agreed to in another place, and
subsequently a conference hetween the two
Houses was arranged, with the resvlt that a
compromise was arrived at. That compromise
hag expression in Section 3 of the Act of
1918, which reads as follows:—
This Aet shall apply to all inseribed
stock and debentures issued after the eom-
.mencement of this Act for the redemption
of any loans raised prior to the comwmence-
ment of this Act, and for any Iloans
which may be ralsed up to the 30th day of
June, 1919, such loams not to exceed a
total som of £750,000, and to debentures
issued after the commencement of thia Aect
as security for loans raised hefore the com-
meneement of this Act.
And Section 4 of the Act made a further
proviso that the Act shall continue in force
until the 30th September of 1819. During
the currency of the Aect passed last year,
loans bhave been raised at 534 per cent., not
at 6% per cent. which was inserted in the
Bill as a maximum. It was never contem-
plated that the State would have to pay 6%
per cent. As a matter of fact, the loans
raised at 514 per cent. were raised by the
Commonwealth Government, the charges, with
a discourt, amounting to '¢6 925, 6d. The
present pOSl‘l:lDIl is that on the 30th day of
this month the Act of 1918 will ceasze to
operate, and consequently without some fur-
ther amendment we shall go back to the posi-
tion set uwp by the Act of 1915, which fixes
the maximum rate of interest at § per cent.
It is obvious that for some considerable time
to come it will be impossible for the State to
borrow at 5 per cent, consequently the Bill
now before the House proposes that the Act
of 1910 shall be amended by inserting the
word ‘‘six'’ instead of ‘‘four,’’ which will
make 6 per cent. the maximum rate at which
inseribed stock or debemtures may be issued,

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: What percentage are
the Commonwealth Government charging on
money loancd to the State. for repatriation

purposes?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATICGN: That
depends upon what it costs the Common-
wealth Government to raise it. The arrange-
ment is that it shall be loaned at the rate
which it costs the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, which will, be probably between 514
and. 6 per cent.
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Hon, J. W. Kirwan: What rate do the
Imperial Government charget
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION :
That is not finalised. When the papers
which Mr. Sanderson moved for the other
day are placed on the Table, hon. members
will be able to see from them what stage the
qQuestion has reached. Thig proposal simply
is that six per cent. iz set down as the
maximum rate of interest that may be paid,
ingtead of the four per cent. as provided
in the original Act, and the five per cent.
in the Aet of 1915. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

Hon. J. W. KIRWAN (South) {5.20]: 1
regard the Bill as a most important one.
Indeed, in the present state of the country’s
finances, all Bills dealing in any way with
finance deserve the most earnest eonsidera-
tion of the House. It is true that the Bill
does not authorise the borrowing of any
money, but merely fixes the rate that may
be paid on loan money which may be bor-
rowed at pome future time. But we all know
what happens regarding loan anthorisation
Bills. No matter what Government may be
in power, those Bills are brought in at the
tail end of the session, and they receive very
little consideration. Nobody seems to bother
about the rate of intevest, and the Bills pass
with but little or no discussion. I do not see
why, in the Bill now before us, there should
not be inserted limitations similar to those
whieh were ingerted in the Bill of last year.
Those limitations have been referred to by
the Minister. In the Bill that was passed
jast year the amount of money tbat might
ko raised at the high rate of interest was
limited@ to three-quarters of a million. Alse
the operation of the Bill was limited to
twelve months. In ilie Bill now before usd
there is no lNmitation to the amount of
money that may be borrowed at this high
rate of interest, and the Bill is virtually per-
petual. There are those who consider that,
finaneially, the present Governiment are very
reckless. The Premier has been deseribed by
the chairman of the conference of the Farm-

ers and Settlers’ Association as a defiant

optimist. I think that description is a fairly
accurate one. But whether or not we are in
favour of the present Government, to pass a
Bill that will give this and future Govern-
ments .power to borrow at six per cent., which
is an enormously high rate,'is, to my mind,
vory dangerous. We certainly should limit
the operation of the Bill to twelve months.
Then, at the end of the twelve montha, some
fresh pronosal conld be brought forward and
the position counld be again reviewed., The
six per cent. will probably mean 614, if not
614, per cent. by the time all charges shall
have bheen paid. 'What projeets are the Gov-
ermment likely to embark upon which will
afford a return of 614 or 63 per cent. and
provide sinking fund as well?! A majority
of members seem to rvegard Governmeit en-
terprises as not being very suecessful, It
regnires an acute business man to-use money
at 614 or 63: per cent. in any private enfer-

o
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prise and make of it a payable proposition,
Is any Government likely to do it When

the Government contemplate borrowing
money that will probably cost 63 or
4% per cent, it seems to me we are

giving the Government very considerable
powers, which are likely to still further en:
danger the finances of the Government. What
makes the position still more remarkable is
that the Government are to-day °lending
money at a considerably lower rate than six
per cent. In other words, we are to give
them anthority to borrow money at a higher
rate than that at which they are at present
themselves, in some instapees, lending meney,
A House such ag this, which claims to have
a gense of rospongibility in financial matters,
ought to see that the Government go slow in
borrowing and ought te favour the
proposal which I intend to make when
in Committes, numely, that the operations of
the Bill shall be limited in the directions I
have indiecated. There are two purposes for
which a Government are justified in borrow.
ing money no matter how high the price
may be. One is for loan redemption pur-
poses. Wa must borrow money for any neces-
sary loan redemption, mo matter how high
the price of that money may be, Liccause it
is necessary in order to safeguard the credit
of the State. Also it seems that no matter
what is done to prevent it, the accumulated
deficit continues to grow and will, T fear,
continue to grow for a very long time.
During the two months of the current year,
July and August, the deficit has amounted
to £300,000. In view of that position, it is
inavitable that for the current year there
will be a large deficit,y and, much ag we
may dislike doing 8o, we must allow the Gov-
ernment money to finance that deficit, In
the amendment made last year provision wasg
in¢luded for the borrowing of money for loan
redemption purposes. The limitation which
was placed upon the amount that the
Government could bhorrow last year at
av high rate of interest was £750,000,
That was fixed as a result of a comn-
ference between the two Houses. In
the amendments I have drafted, I suggest
that the amount that we ought to place in
the Bill this year should not be £750,000,
but that it might be £500,000, The reason
why I have fixed the amount at a lower
figore than last year is that, according to the
statement made by the Premier, the Govern-
ment ean carry on without amy difficulty for
some congiderable time, The Premier in a
public statement he made recently said—

The late Treasurer has left the finances
in such a position as to make it easy to
carry on, We can carry on not only to
the end of this year but for some montha
afterwards. Provision was made by the
late Treasurer wheréby we have a balance
of £1,064,000,

In view of that statement, I think we would
be fairly generous in limiting the amount
which can be borrowed at the high rate of
interest to £500,000. With reference to the
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price that may be paid for loan money, there
are two purposes for which loan moneys
are wanted in this State -at present.
One of these is for repatriation. All
that money is eoming from the Com-
monwealth Government. The Premier has
made a statement in reference to the
allotment of money by the Federal Gov-
ernment, as follows—

We have had allotted to ve by the Fed-
eral Government £3,375,000 and of that
sum £750,000 is for the purpose of open-
ing up the country.

The , Commonwealth Government at present
are raising money at 5 per ecent. by com-
pulsory loan. Surely the Commonwealth
Government are not going to charge the
Btate Govermment more than 5 per cent.

The Minister for Eduncation: It costs us
more than 5 per cent.

Hon, J. W, KIRWAN: It is extraordin-

ary if the Commonwealth Government will
not give the money at 5 per cent., consider-
ing all they have said in the direction of
financial help to the States. The second
urpose for which money is needed in this
tate is to assist imumigration. Where is
the money for immigration to come from?
Here is what the Treasurer says on the
point—

The British Government. is anxious to
settle ex-soldiers in Western Australia.
We have told the British Government that
we want population and that we shall be
glad to have their men so long as the
money necessary to settle them is ad-
vanced by the British Government. They
have made it clear that not eonly wnen hut
meney will be made available for the pue-
pose of the establishment of these ex-sol-
diers here.

Consequently, it would be interesting to

koow what money in the way of loan .

the Government require further than
this large sum of £3,375,000, which they will
gét. from the Commonwealth Government cat
what one would suppose a reasonable rate of
interest, and also this help whichk has been
go generoualy offered by the British Govern-
ment. In the face of that, and after earry-
ing on during all the war period under the
authorisation permitting them to borrow
money at 5 per eent,, they now require au-
thority to raise money at an increased rate
of interest. We must also remember that
the money we get we do not always.receive
at par. The price of money is sometinies
below, par, and we might get £99 10s. or even
less than that for our £100, but under this
Bill authority is being sought to borrow
money at as high 2 rate of interest 2s 6 ‘per
cent. irrespective of discount. T sincerely
trust that in Committee the Bill will be
limited in the direetion T have indicated,
that whilst the Government shall have power
to borrow money at any rate of in-
terest for .loan redemption purposes, thay
shall have authority to borrow not more than
half 2 million pounds at the high rate of
interest, and further, that the Bill shall he

‘tent, *
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limited in duration to a period of 12 months
only. It is extremely dangerous to give Gov-
ernments this power in perpetuity.

Hon. A, SANDERSON (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) [5.37]: This Bill is a good illustra-
tion of the advantages of an cxpenment by
which it comes up automatically for review,
We as individual members eannot get rid of
our responsihilities, We have to share in the
financial position of Western Australia, and
unless we take up some clear stand, and give
a clear indication to the Government of our
attitude, we must accept this grave responsi-
bility. It has been admitted, both inside and
outside the House, that speaking generally
not only ourselves but the people we repre-
sent are the permanent settlers in Western
Australia. We feel that we have a deeper
and closer interest, and that the people" e
represent have a deeper and closer interest,
in the finaneial affairs of Western Australia
than others have. This is the opportunity
for making our opinions known, It has been
said before that the time for a general dis-
eussion of the finances is on the Estimates.
I have n¢ desire for a general discussion on
the financial position of Western Australia.
I want an opportunity given to us to inter-
fere, and interfere with effect, and to have
our views put forward and acted upon. When
the Government propose, almost lightly, that
we should borrow money at 6 per cent., it
must appear to anyone who has made his
permanent home in Western Australia that
the position is alarming.  The public ac-
counts that were presented to us laat session
give certain information regarding loan flota-
tions. The loan flotations since the intro-
duction of responsible Government, on the
21st October, 1890, are given there. The:
last column of page 92 is headéd ‘‘Rate of
interest per hundred pounds sterling paid by
the Government, allowanee being made for
redemption at par at latest (or ouly} date
of matirity.’’ At the foot of this column
wa find that the rate of interest on 7th Sep-
tember, 1917, weds £6 25, I am not anxious
to enter into rthe matter in any pergonal or
party spirit. I am simply looking at the
matter as one who represents a large sumber
of taxpayers, as one who is interested in the
State, and. as one who is confident that if our
fingnees are handled with--eare we will get
out of our diffieulties. Very little eredit will
be reflected upon. us if we pass this Bill as
printed. -

Hon. Sir. E, H. Wittenoom: Tt will reflect
i lot of dehit, perhaps.

Hon: A. SA\:DLZRSO\T: Let the Govern-
mant tell us-how much money they want, and
what it is- being used for. I cannct conceive of
Yor, membersy consenting ‘to give the Govern-
ment carte blanche to borrow money at 6 per*
The loan authorisation here can ba
rend in connection with the General Loan
Act. We find that on the ingeribed stock
the Government are nearly six millions of
monsay out. It has not been raised, but has
been authorised, It is true that the Bill does:
not. authorige any further loan. What it does
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ja to permit the Government to raise a flota-
tion at 0 per cent. interest. Let us see what
would happen in the case of the Esperance
railway for instance. It might be constructed
out of money eosting 3 per cent., but if i is
built with money costing 6 per cent. it does
not give it a reasonable chance of suceess.
During the recess I employed some time in
trying to work out these debentures, Treasury
Bills, and inseribed stock. I would call the
attention of hon. memberg to the extraordin-
ary inerease in the floating payments on the
Treasury Bills. When we are called upon
to deal with a Bill of this nature we should
have placed before us in detail information
‘a8 to the exaet position of affairs in regard
to our loan account. There are many mem-
bers of this Chamber who occupy high posi-
fions in the commercial world, and there are
others who, like myself, have to foot the bill. T
am confident that the commercial section of
‘the community would not deal with their
own affgirs in this manner and give anyone
-carte blanche to raise money at that rate of
interest. Those of us in the community who
have to pay this interest are entitled to know
‘the amounts that have been raiged. If we
pass this Bill without kpowing the exaet
amount the Government require and what
-they propose to do with it, we shall not he
doing our duty to those who sent us here.
"The papers presented last year are certainly
veluable in eonnection with this Bill, but we
cannot get later information than that deal-
ing with the period ending June, 1918. The
- leader of the House, I know, is not respon-
sible, but we really ought to insist on having
‘these statements right wp to date. I do not
‘suppose anyone will oppose the seecond read-
ing of the Bill It is essentially & Com-
miftee measure. Everybody must recognise
‘the diffienlties of the Government at the
present time in regard to the finances, and
‘80 far as I am concerned I am most anxious
‘to assist the Government in every possible
way, and will only ask in return that they
will present to us eclearly and faithfully a
-atatement of the finances of Western Aus-
‘tralia. .

Question put and passed.

- Bill read a second time.

BILL—PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT,
Second Reading.-
Debate resumed from the previous day,

Hon, Sir E. H. WITTENOOM (North)
158.50]: 7 listened with a great deal of in-
terest to the remarks that fell from the Min-
ister for Education when he moved the
seeond reading of this Bill. It must be plain
to cverybody that it is a real effort to try
‘and bring the legislation in connection with
the pearling industry as far as possible wp
to date., The Minister set out so fuily the
advantages to Western Australia of the
pearling industry and also gave us many
intercsting partieulars about it, that it would
‘be superfluous for me to attempt to weary
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the House by referring to the matter at
length. But as one who ‘epresents the
North-Western portion of the State, I can
say that the action of the Government in
taking the trouble they have done to remedy
a number of difficult c¢onditions which
exist in that part of the world, is very much
appreciated. I would also like to take this
opportunity of expressing the appreciation
of the pearlers at the action of the Govern-
ment some time ago in geing to the reseue of,
those people to the extent of giving a guar-
antee in eonnection with the sale of pearl
shell. It was gquite well known at the time
that there would be no demand made on the
Government for money in counection with
the punarantee, but the guarantee had this

.effect, that it made the buyers of pearl

shell, who had arranged matters amongst
themselves in America and London, give a
little more than ihe amount guwaranteed. I
am glad to say also that some of the finan-
cial institutions helped in a similar diree-
tion. This action was advantageous and en-
abled the pearlers to tide over the period of

- the war. It ia now, I think, common know-

ledge that pearl shell is being used to a very
large extent in many industries, so much so
that there will continue to be a good dewand
for it, provided that thé sale and distribu-
tion ean be freely and fairly carried omut.
Under these circumstahces we may look for-
ward to an increase in the industry. There
are many disabilities comnected with pearl-
ing, and I should say they are similar te
those which apply to gold mining and dia-
mend amining. I vefer more partienlarly to
illicit selling. There are diffieulties in the
way of preventing people getting pearls
from divers and those who procure them,
and selling them illicitly. I understand the
same thing has happened in connection with
gold, and T have been very much diverted
by the latest methed adopted of getting gold
away. from Kalgoorlie. In one instance the
praetice of rifle shooting was carried on to
such an extent that those who engaged in it,
ostensibly went out to shoot turkeys, the
real object being to conceal the gold inside
the turkeys. .

Hon. J. Cornell: That is romance.

Hon. Sir E. H WITTENOQOM: I saw that
in a newspaper and I vnderstand that the
papers print nothing but faets. If people
will go to the extent of putting gold inmside
turkeys, they will regort to any methed. I
have known of cases where diamonds have
been swallowed so as to get them away, and
we can readily understand, therefore, that
some¢ method will be found by which valuable
pearls can be removed. The Bill before the

- Heuge is a good honest attempt to try and

prevent that kind of thing, and to see that
those who have borne the heat and burden of
the day ehall reap the reward which is theirs.
Therefore, I think we can safely support the
second reading of the measure. There is
very little to be said in connection with the
clauses, T looked through them very ecare-
fully the other day, and one that claimed
my attention was that relating to the trans-

[~
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fer of a license from one shop to another.
I thought that could be done in any cireum-
stances. However, the clause will make the
position clear. Clause 10 amends Section 64
of the Act snd provides—

No licensed pearl dealer shall have or
use a3 a registered place of business any
place which is used for the transaction of
any other business.

Why should that be the casef Why should
not a storekeeper, if he is licensed, be per-
mitted to deal in his own premises? Of
course therse may be a reason for it. Another
thing is that I did not know what a pearl
cleaner was. I find it explained here and
will read it for the information of those
hon. members who perhaps do mnot investi-

gate the pearling questiona as fully as others-

might—

A pearl cleaner means a persor who
cleans, cuts or alters pearls, or improves
the shape or appearance of pearls, or re-
ceives pearls or has pearls in his posses-
gion for the purpose of performing any
of the operations aforesaid thereon.

We can quite understand that the gentlemen
who have all the knowledge and egkill of
being able to manipulate these pearls want
to be earefully looked after. ATl ths clauses
which are in the Bill are very useful, and
under the circumstances I have pleasure in
supporting the second reading.

The MINISTER TFOR EDUCATION
(Hon, H. P. Colebatch—East—in reply)
[5.58T: I thank Sir Edward Wittenoom for
his reference to the action of the Govern-
ment, in connection  with the guarantees
made to the pearlers. As I explained in
moving the second reading of the Bill, the
Government were in the happy position of
having to guarantee very little. Regarding
the clauses to which Sir Edward Wittenoom
referred, at the present time licenses may
be transferred from one person to another.
That ia to 8ay, a person may sell hia licensad
beat to another and the license can be trans-
ferred, But if the person iz the owner of
a boat and that boat is lost or damaged
beyond possibility of further uwse, it is im-
possible to transfer the license from that
boat to the boat which the owner wishes to
substitute for it. With regard to Clause
10, the object of preventing operations in
pea.rls except at places set apart for the
purpose, is to prevent what the hon. mem-
ber suggested should be done—that is to
prevent dealing in pearls in a shop. The
elause is strongly approved by the Pearlers’
Association. They think it will have the
effect of putting down illicit dealing in
pearls if a persen can only sell pearls at
places set apart for that purpese. A man
may go to a store ostensibly ‘to buy a pound
of sugar, but in reality to sell a pearl
TUnder Clanse 10 ‘the prohibition will not
apply to any corporation e.arrymg on the
business of banking. That is quite a legiti-
mate provision. But it is the opinion of
those interested in the industry that illicit
dealing in pearls is likely to be diseouraged

2]
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if we compel & pearl dealer to operate in
places set apart for that purpose.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Hon, J. F. Allen in the Chair; the Minis-
ter for Eduneation in charge of the Bill.

Clanses 1 to 5—agreed to.

Clanse 6—Insertion of new section after
Beetion 27:

Hon, G. J. G. W. MILES: Have any ar-
rangements been made to assist returned sol-
diers to start in the industry? Praetically
the whole of the men employed enlisted, and
maguy of them are now returning. They are
good men, who have done their duty to the
State and the Empire, and the Government
should see that they are repatriated in the
industry. Some of these men were formerly
shell openers, and now wish to set up as
Will the Government assist
them¥

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: 1

* sanmot definitely connect my reply with the

elause under discussion,

Hon. G. J. G, W, Miles: You can connect
1t with the reference to the transfer of a
ship from one owner to another.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: The
clanse contemplates.the transfer of a liceuse
from one ship to another. However, there
is nothing lacking in our legislation to assist
the return¢d soldier, and the Government are
doing everything possible in that direction.
The repatnatmn of soldiers into the pearling
indugtry is an obligation on the Federal Gov-
ernment if the man requires monstary agsist-
ance, and there have been applications by
returned. soldiers for assistance to start
pearling. These applications have come to
the State authorities and every effort has
been made to grant the assistance requested.

Hon, G. J. G. W. Miles; I mean for re-
turned men to set up as master pearlers, not
as shell openmers.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: If
a shell opener desires to set up as a master
pearler, there is ample scope to deal with his
application.

Houn. J. CORNELL: If the Minister called
at the Repatriation Department he might
learn something of what is being done for
returned men. If a man at the time of en-
listing was a shell opencr and now aspired
to become’'a master pearler, he would por-
bab]y be turned down because he was apply-
ing for assistance in a wvoeation which was
not his pre-wa,r oceupation,

Hon, J. G. W, Miles: They have no
option. A man bhad to be in the business
before he went away.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes, and definite as-
sistance should be given in such cases. Where
the Federal Government fail the State shonld
endeavour to asgist. I hope this- question
will receive the consideration of the Govern-
ment. .

Clause put and passed.
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Clauses 7 to 12, 14, 16 to 19, 21 and 23—
agreed to.
Title agreed to.

[The President resumed the Chair.]

Bill reported“without amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned al 6.12 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.
QUESTION — REPATRIATION,
ARMADALE COMMITTEE.
Mr. FOLEY asked the Premier: 1, Is

there a repatriation committes at Armada]e?
+ 8, If go, what are the names of the members
of the eommittee? 3, How many applica-
tions for the purchase of properties have
been referred to that committee? 4, How
many of the properties purchased were
owned by members of the committee?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, James
Buteher (chairman), J. W, Turner (seecre-
tary), W. R. Han, J. H. Champion, Fred
Barnes, B, 8. Chapman, J. A, Papson. 3,
Sixty-one applications have been referred to
this committee in accordanee with the de-
partment’y practice, under which all appli-
cations worthy of consideration are referred
to the loeal eommittes and the departmental
ingpector, and (in the case of orchard pro-
perties) to the Agrieultural Department ex-
pert and W.A, Orchardists’ League, All the
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reports are considered by the Discharged
Soldiers’ Settlement Board before purchase
is approved. 4, Five, all of which were por-
tions of Mr. James Butcher’s estate. A
special valuation was made in each of these
cases by the chief ingpector of the Agrieul-
tural Bank.

QUESTION—-W'HEAT STORAGE,
FREMANTLE CHARGES.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked the Honorary
Minister: In view of the Wheat Marketing
Commission’s report upon edcessive storage
charge on wheat at Fremantle, (a) Are any
steps being taken to get a refund cof the
£12,000 per annum charged for storage on
wheat in past years by the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust?! (b) Is he aware that even Syd-
ney tharged only £6,000 per annum, where
much more wheat was stored and shipped at
Darling Island Dock?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:
(&) The amount of storage paid to the Har-
bour Trust was by arrangement and was the
best deal that could be made. (b) The Gov-
ernment are not aware of the amount charged
to the New South Wales Wheat Scheme for
storage at Darling Island.

"QUESTION—STALLIONS REGIS-
TRATION BILL.

Mr. GRIFFITHS ‘asked the Honorary
Minigter: Is it intended to introduce a
Stllions Registration Bill this session?

The HONORARY - MINISTER replied:
No. '

QUFSTIO‘T—BULK HANDLING OF
GRAIN.

Mr, JOHNSTON sasked the Premier: 1, In
view of the high price of bags, is it the in-
tention of the Government to proceed with a
scheime for the bulk bandling of grain, in
accordance with the recommendations of the
local Commission which considered the sub-
jeet? 2, If not, why not{

The PREMIER replied: The matter is re-
ceiving consideration.

QUESTTONﬁCORNSACKS FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT OFFER.

Mr. JOHNSTON asked the Honorary
Minister: 1, Did the Fedegal Government, on
or about the 17th .July, offer to assist the
Government to obtain corngacks for the
State for the coming harvest? 2, Did the
Government decline the Tederal Govern-
ment’s offer? 3, Will the Government state
what grounds they had for advising the Fed.
eral Goverment that there were sufficient
cornsacks in this State for the coming har-
vest? 4 Tn view of the present prospects
of an abundant harvest, will the Governmeant
review the position? 2, If satisfied that



